Expansion of Borders and Influence: The Big Ideas
The role of geographical, political, and economic expansion in American history, from early colonization to modern globalization.
Theses are some of the important ideas to consider when using the theme of Expansion of Borders and Influence to interpret events and circumstances in American History.

· Officially expanding land borders: National borders expand for reasons of military or political advantage, because of population pressures, and/or though historical inheritance.

· Justification for expanding borders: Expansion is justified on the grounds of economic needs, religion, and/or a sense of cultural superiority.

· Who moves to a border area: Immigration is driven by a combination of factors related to issues of freedom, economics, adventure push immigrants from their existing homes and pull them across borders.

· Ways to stake your claim in a new frontier: Claims to new lands are made and maintained by purchase, by outright seizure, and/or by right of occupancy.

· Reacting to Neighbors: Interaction with new neighbors involve cooperation, acculturation, and/or exclusion, and/or disregard.

· Other kinds of borders: explore cultural borders, neighborhood or larger community borders, international borders, religious borders, scientific borders, medical borders, artistic borders, communication borders, spatial borders, intellectual discipline borders, and many more.
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