Industrial and Technological Change: The Big Ideas

The liberating and limiting effects of innovations and inventions, and their impact on our nation’s social, economic, and environmental condition.

Theses are some of the important ideas to consider when using the theme of Industrial and Technological Change to interpret events and circumstances in American History.

· Production: Technological changes can increase wealth, but at the same time disrupt or displace workers.

· The Home: Technological changes can move women from the home and into the workforce.

· Leisure: Technological changes can increase leisure time and choice.

· Movement: Technological changes can speed the movement of people and goods, and break down trade barriers.

· The Environment: Technological changes can strongly increase the efficiency of agriculture and industry and can cause transformations of the environment

· Mass Society: Technological changes can create an alienating society from which people retreat.
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