American Dreams: The Big Ideas

The desires and efforts of individuals and groups to improve their personal, political, and economic standing within American society
These are some of the important ideas to consider when using the theme of American Dreams to interpret events and circumstances in American History:

· The Land of Milk & Honey: The Dream of an American Paradise.  

· Rags to Riches: The Dream of Individual Success Through Work Rather Than Privilege.

· A City Upon a Hill: The Dream of an Ideal Commonwealth and Social Contract.  

· The Yeoman Republic: The Dream of a Modern Republic Founded Upon Land-Owning Citizen Farmers.
· The Melting Pot: The Dream of a Homogenous Nation of Immigrants.  

· First American Dreams: The Dreams of Non-Immigrant Indigenous Cultures.

· Manifest Destiny: The Dream of Expanding American Territory & Culture.

· “I Have a Dream”: The Dream of Racial Equality, Pluralism & Multiculturalism.
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